
Tree Smart Industries, Inc.
Give our young students a tangible 
symbol of sustainability & recycling 
to encourage a respect for the 
environment with Tree Smart 
pencils (made from 100% recycled 
newspapers)

COUNTDOWN TO EARTH DAY!

The Power of a Pencil
Ever since they were introduced into 
the world over 500 years ago, wooden 
pencils have helped us share ideas 
and dreams, communicate ideas, and 
draw upon new inspirations. It’s one of 

the earliest forms of self-expression. 
Without a doubt, there’s something 
magical about the “power of the 
pencil.” 

Without pencils, youngsters would 
have never learned how to write their 
name, super heroes might have never 
been sketched, and our grandest 
buildings might have never been built. 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
author Roald Dahl used only pencils to 
write his books. He had 6 sharpened 
pencils ready each day. Thomas 
Edison used pencils to sketch his 
ideas.  

Tree Smart pencils
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Symbols of our Ecology
Today, over 14 billion pencils are sold 
worldwide every year. That’s a lot of 
trees. TreeSmart Industries are not a 
part of that. They make pencils…out of 
rolled up newspaper.

Their pencils are made from 100% 
recycled newspapers. They’re tangible 
examples of living responsibly for 
our next-generation, giving kids the 
confidence they can really make a 
difference in their world. 

They make symbols of sustainability. 
Students who use a TreeSmart pencil 
to write their name are signing a 
pledge to respect our environment.  

TreeSmart pencils are a constant 
reminder for today’s young people 
to practice the 3 Rs: Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle.

Wouldn’t it be great if recycled pencils 
were in every school? Let’s help to 
build a new generation of EcoSmart 
stewards who will stand up and wield 

their recycled pencils with pride as 
an example of their commitment to 
environmental responsibility. 

Tree Smart currently make 2 million 
newspaper pencils per year! How many 
pencils are made from a newspaper?  
When you are enjoying your Sunday 
paper, think about this: you are holding 
in your hands over 200 TreeSmart 
pencils!  
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About Tree Smart:
TreeSmart Industries features a wide 
assortment of school and office 
products made with recycled materials, 
including rolled newspaper pencils, 
and rulers made from newspapers and 
recycled plastics and US Currency. 
Pencil cases are made from shredded 
potato chip bags and other recycled 
materials. The no.2 pencils sharpen 
easily and last longer than the wood 
pencil. Because they are not painted or 
decorated, you can discover interesting 
designs in the rolled newsprint.  

Tree Smart are specifically targeting 
over 30,000 schools and organizations 
over the next 2-3 years by offering 
their newspaper pencils, classroom 
activities and curriculum lesson 
plans in recycling. A wide range of 
opportunities in both school and office 
products has been identified using 
these materials.  

We’re all responsible for our 
environment. Tree Smart are doing their 
part. They Promote the wise use of our 
global natural resources.  

When it comes to demonstrating their 
call for environmentalism, they don’t 
just talk the talk, they write the right.

The TreeSmart Story
TreeSmart Industries founder Chris 
Stangland discovered the power of 
the pencil on a business trip to China, 
where newspaper pencils had been 
made for years. The Chinese product 
quality was poor, but Stangland—an 
executive in the toy and gift industry—
was intrigued by the concept and knew 
the opportunities were limitless. He 

vowed to teach himself how ordinary 
newspaper could be recycled into a 
usable, sustainable product.  
A new company was born. 

TreeSmart started manufacturing in 
Oregon in 2010, where the production 
process has been refined to create 
a high-quality pencil crafted from 
recycled material in an eco-friendly 
environment. Whole newspaper 
sheets are rolled around quality No. 
2 graphite. No toxic chemicals are 
used in manufacturing and the eraser 
tips are latex free. A special adhesive 
formula binds the newsprint together 
into a cohesive core that is hard as 
wood. The pencils sharpen easily and 
last longer than wood pencils.

The pencils quickly found an 
international audience and have 
become a popular product with 
customers in countries across the 
globe including: Australia, New 
Zealand, Sweden, Spain, Belgium, 
Malta, United Kingdom, Mexico, 
Brazil, Canada, Taiwan, Japan, The 
Philippines and Thailand. 
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Stangland began to imagine how 
other everyday products could be 
made from recycled materials. Today, 
TreeSmart’s process for using recycled 
materials produces a complete line 
of pencil cases, school supply boxes 
and mechanical pencils fabricated 
from potato chip bags, candy 
wrappers, and other snack packaging 
materials. Mixed with recycled plastic 
and newspaper, the products are 
attractive and durable and keep non-
biodegradable material out of landfill. 
And they deliver a powerful message 
to our next generation of environmental 
leaders across the country. 

TreeSmart are dedicated to the idea 
that all of us are responsible to our 

environment. By using products 
made from recycled material, we do 
our part to preserve precious natural 
resources, reduce the waste stream, 
and promote recycling of one product 
into another. 

Their mission is to put a pencil in the 
hands of school children in every 
state. By teaching our children the 
importance of sustainability, we help 
them become stewards of the planet. 
We can give the next generation the 
power to make change with the words 
they write and the pictures they draw. 
Tree Smart don’t just talk the talk, they 
write the right.

www.treesmart.com si
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